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Polk Coltnty Con1111unity Plan 

What Is a Community Plan? 

This plan is formally kmm n as the Polk Count\ Criminal Justice Community Plan. the 

purpose c1f \\hi ch is to identi ry gaps in scn·iccs regarding criminal justice issues. The 

Criminal Justice [)i\ision of the GO\ernu1 .. s Office (CJD) requires that each county in Tc\as 

h~l\ ca Crimiml Justice Community Plan. 

The document that is represented here reilccts the efforts or many in Polk County that arc 

concerned\\ ith assuring th~1t any gaps in sen ices that arc identiliccl are closed in a \\·ay that 

\\ill hoth solw the problem and rroYidc as great a benefit to the community as possible. It is 

\\ith grateful acknowledgement that the names of those imohed in the process of developing 

this plan are listed in the folllming pagds) under Part II (Community Planning Group). 

Tlrnugh the lin~il draft or this rlan \\~IS Ct..)mplcted in Fehruary or 2016. this is a \\'urk Ill 

progress. :\e\\ criminal justice gcnls .ire identified. the PLlnning Cirnup changes as a result 

\)r indi' iduJI and agency circumstances. and rcquiremellls concerning the makeup of the PLm 

~ire suhj-.:ct tu ch.mge fr\)m > e~1r tl1 year. Thus. Polk (\1unty is interested in keeping up''- ith 

the,-,e t..:lungcs. ~md irh.:luding such in updates that \\ill be pt..iskd from time t\) time. 

11·y,1u are re~1di11g this PLm ~md ln\e n,1; l•ccn imohcd in its d1..'\Cll)rment. y,1u .ire imited tll 

_join in this ongc1i11g effort .. \ny qucstiPns )llU m~1y h~I\ e can be addressed to either Earnest 

Licbt..111. Community Plan Cciordinator l'c1r I\1lk C\H1nty. t..ir to the Crimin~il Justice Prugr~1111 

(lr thi..' lkq hht Tc\~1S (\1uncil ur Cl\.)\ernments. CllllL\Ct in!~mnaticm is [ll'\.!\ided \\ithin 

th i:; ck1curnen t. 

Th"' l\1lk c\'lltlt;. (\1rnrnis..;il'l1er:; ('\Jllrt ..;upp\Jrts th<..' l'\lrl1..'e11t \I!' Cll!l1t1Hlllit:, pLmnin~ h) 

11 r,1\ idi:1:; :;uff supj•c)n and res,lurce..; (,,r de\eluprn,_'nt ~t:1d im1•lemenutil1n llf the !\ilk 

appli1..·~1ti1.11i:; t'r,1111 cl1unty de1•~1rtments ~h 1.\1..'ll as curnrnunit;. \li'~~mi1~1ti(111..; th~1t addre:c;s g~q1s 

in :-'1..T. i ... ·'-'" idcntili,_'d in thc CummLmit\ PL1:1. 

i' ._, -· 



Areas Represented 

Incorporated Communities: 
City of Corrigan 

City of Goodrich 

City of Li\·ingston 

City of Onalaska 

City of Sc\ en 0~1ks 

Unincorporated Communities: 
:\ laba111a-Coushatt~1 
Indian ReserYation 

East Tempe 

Dal lards\ ille 

School Districts: 

Blanchard 

Camden 

\\'est Li\ingston 

Big Sandy Independent School District 

Conigan Indepemknt School District 

(iooclrich Inckpendent School District 

Leggett 

:\loscm\ 

Leggett Independent School District 

Li\ ingston Imkpendent Schou! District 

On~1LJSka I ndepcnclent School District 

Brief description and history of Polk County: 

Polk County is a county loc::ited in the l '.S. state of Te:\as. As or the 20 I 0 census. the 
popuLttion \\·as -+5.-+ 13. \\hi ch is a 10.-+ i u ;) increase from 2000. Its county seat is 
Li\·ingston. Polk County is mmed for James Knlh Polk. the ck\cnth president of the 
United States. The .\bbama-Couslntta Indian Rescn ati,m is located in Eastern Polk 
County. The County has a tot~il ~irea of 1Il0 square miles of\\ hich I .057 miles is 
land and 53 sqmre miles is \\·atcr. It is h1rclcTed un the nl1rth by .-\ngelina County. on 
the east by Tyler County. on the southeast by I Jardin County. the soutlmcst hy San 
.Jacinto County and the nortlm est hy Trinity County. 
Of the popubti,)n in 2010. 5.75"" l1t'this pupubti(1n is under 5 :cars of age. 15.3-J.'i,, 
percent is under I 8 yc~1rs of ~1gc. ~lll1.l l tJ.0-.J. 0 u is age 65 llr older. Ccm1p~1rcd tu state 
~md nati,1n~1l cLlu. I\1lk Cuunt:. is ~1 Ill\\ incnmc Cl1unty. The median IK1uselwld 
income is S35957. The percc11t \lt' l'clf'UL1ti,111 Ii'. in-==1- hclcl\\ pll\erty lc\e] is l 7.-+ 
percent. curnpared tll the sutc :1\ cr·~1gc t1!' 17. l pcrCi..'llt. The per c:1pita inu1rne t\1r the 
cnunty is SI 5.8_1-l. There :ire ::2 l .17 1 h1Hhi:1:; unih in th_' C\1 llnty. The C\lllnty's r~:-.:i:li 
tn~1kcup is 77.25'),J \\"hite. l l.-l7''u BL11.:k ,1r \fri1..',lll .\111;..Tic~111. l.<J-.J.''.u \,tti1e 
.\tncric:ll1. 0.-f[ 1

'11 .\si:111. l.(J8 11 ,1 l\.'['•-1rtin; l\\\l \lr 111\lrC r~li..'C:i. 7.22",, Slll11e lither r~k·e 
,t!lmg ,l!1ll \:1ti\c lLl\1,,1ii:m l\: Other P,t-.:ilii..· \,1ti\e .\J,)n; _()::2', :md l>.1::2") 
I li:-;1•~111ic ur L1ti1111 \)ri;i11. 

ti~ 1 !~ l ( i1,:1: :· L'l i1111111_::: i'. > !11.::1 



Community Planning Team 

Community Pbn C\11_1rdin:1tor i\lr Polk Cl1unty: 

L1rnc:it facbun · DirCl'tllr ·Pulk Cuunty Ju\ cnik Prohatiun Dcp~irtmcnt 

In dc\cloring this Community Plan. members or the Learn \\Crc divided into SC\'cr::d focus 

groups fur the purpose (1f n:1ITU\\ing the scope ur rescat\.:h and cLlta that arc incorporated into 

the Plan. Some members may sen\? in multiple capacities c~1tcgorics. 

Government: 

J~m Shandley 

Juvenile Services: 

Earnest Jackson 

Victim Services: 
.\ Ulilc' 

Childrcn7 lia\Cll 



Law Enforcement: 
Xmne .·1 Ut_' I/CT ,._, -

Matt Parrish Li\ ingston Pulice Department 

.\'mne 

J.R. Jones Polk County Sheriff Department 

Xanze 

Terry White Polk County Sheriff Department 

Mental Health: 
.\'m11e 

Oa\'id J\lartincz Burke 

! ) 1,) l ~ (_'I): j ! 1 [ :- l-, [) ! 11: l i I j :1 i [ ~\ ') l ,! ~l !' ! - _ . .:: 



Identification of Community Problems 

General Public Safety Needs and Issues 
.\d\ anced Education Programs \'ucational !mining 
Adnxacy Center 
,\tkr-school Programs 
.\!coho! Detection Kits 
Assisted J _i\ ing 
Body C1meras for L~l\\ Enforcement 
Career Counseling 
Case \bnagers for JP,i\lunicipal Courts 
Community Resources \lanagcment 
Continuing Eclucatiun 
Counseling 
D~l\Tare for :\dults 
D~n care for Children 
Elder .-\ch ocac\ 
Em pl ,1yment 
E\alu~lli1ln Sen ices r,1r \kntalh Ill Children 
I amih \'ioknce S:n ices 
Fc1stcr I l11111es 
lndi\ idu~1! and Limily Cuunseling 
lnte:·-Optic~1l lquir1mcnt & C1pJhilities 
Job I raining 
Ju\enik S:\ Offender Tre~1tment (In ~111d Out l\1tient) 
Legal .\d\,1l·acy 
L.?g~1! .\id Sen ice.s 
Life Sl-;ills 
\ !ent1)ring Pm grams 
~utriti,1n Prograni:; 
l\irent Child .\ch t11...·Jtes 
Parenting Progr~1ms 
Prescriptiun .\ssisL111ce 
Pwtecti\ e Equipment 
PtWed)\ e Re.str~!inh !11r \kntalh Ill lncli\ iLhul.., 
Ps> ch,,;, 1 gil·~d Testing 
Pul•!i1..· \\1,,1re;1ess hluc~1ti\111 (.\bus'-''-\: ~egb.:t. Subst~lilLe \bu;;e_ 
Cci:·e'-T Clwi1..·es l\: ( 1;1i•11rtLmities. I i!"es~.;.ilk C1•1::-;ecJL:_'t11..·,'s. Chi!,! S,1t"et:-. \!etLi! 
l leJllh) 

IZes,1urc'-' \ Lm,1gern'-'I1l 
l\.:~:~it\..· ( · __ 11\ .. ' S:...\r'> i""·-..·--

SJ_,,,·! R:s,iu:·~ ~· ( > 1·111..·'-'r 1·1)r- c, ,,_1::: ·. S1..h 1 •. ,), 

~.:r\ i ... :\.:~ 1·1 q· l ·rL,1.q1 .. ·i·\ i~"-·d \.\ 1!_1tli 



Sexual ,\buse Sen ices 
Software. Sotl\\are l'pgrades and Techn,1lc1gy Funding 
Specialized Officers 
Specialized Training (i'dental Illness. Sexual :\busc. Family Violence. Child Abuse. 
etc.) 
Substance Abuse Program (Education & Treatment) 
Support Groups 
Technical Equipment and Training 
Technology funding 
Teen Pregn~mcy Programs. Day Care. Education .. \ssistance 
Theatre Arts 
Training funds 
Transportation 
Tutoring Programs 

Victims Services (adults & children) location for supervised \isitation \\ith families 
Video upgrade to equipment from courthouse to county jail. 
Volunker Proararns 

"' 

In each of the areas bc!O\\. problems me identified and data is included that supports both the 

exi.-;tcnce and se\ erity of the problems as they are t'ouncl in Polk County. Bdm\ is a 

discussion of the problems. the manner in \\hi ch the problems arc being addressed. and 

strategically ho\\ re:;ponses tc1 these community prnbkrns could be imprO\ cc!. 

Juvenile Issues (listed in order of priority, greatest need first) 

ldentijic:d Problem 

1. ~dental Health 
Sen icl.'s 

(non-residential & 
resic!cnti~il) 

Duru ( 'o!l.:cri()n 

• In FY 20l-t-2015 21° u ,,t' the 267 jm eniks 
referred tu the ht\·cni le Probation Department 
had or recci\ cd a mental health ck1gnosis. 

• \lost ot'the ju\ cniks h~l\e ne\cr cir \\Cre not 
currently recei\·ing mental health services\\ hen 
they\\ ere referred to juvenile prob~1tion. 

Jm enik:; and their families arc bcin,:: rcL?IT<-'d to Burke and pri\~lle License 
Professional Counselors ( LPC) t11 meet the ju\ eniles ~lllLL ,1r fornilies mental health 
needs. \\'hen jmeniks mental health need:-. ~ire exhausted \\ithin the community 
jm eni ks ~ire rci~rrcd tl) resiclential placements ()Utsick the cc•mmunity. Ri:ducti,111 in• 
!'unding cc)uld result in ju\enilc~ \1lw nu; l--icne!it f1\1rn resid;;?nti,1! r'Ltccrnent n,l'. 

being pLh:ed in appr,1pri~ttc ment,il he~ilth Ltc.:iliti-:..,. 

! ) , I 1 :, (_ 1 I::~:', 



I den r ifiecl J>/'()hl em 
---------- ------

Trcmsportat i ,rn 
ScrYiccs for 

!Juru Cn!lectin11 

• :15S0 ofju\eniks referred to the .fu\cnik 
Prolx1tiun Dqurtmcnt h'l\C transportation 

_iu\eniks issues getting tel counseling. community sen ice 
sites. psychological assessments. and other 
required appuintmcnb. 

------------~--

• Transportation to sen ices is a crucial issue fnr 
ju\·eniks to succeed during and alter 
sup er\' 1s10 n. 

Families \\ith transportation but dc11wt lnvt: enough money for gas arc prm·ickd \\ith. 
i gas cards for the jmcnilc and family to attend required appointments for jmcnik: 
1 probatiun. Families \\ho either do not hen e trcmspc1rtation or reliable transportation 
'are encouraged to !ind cl rcbti\c or friend \\hu is \\illing to assist \\ith transportation. 
Gas cards arc then made a\·ailablc to the rcbti\C or friend \\ho pnl\idcs assistance 

1 

\\ith transportation. Families \\ith nu arnilablc tran:;portation are !11._Jt able to get their, 
'child to required sen ices. L1111ilies \\ith 0.lcdicaid eligible children 'ire referred t\1 
· \ kdicaid Transp,1rtatit1n for doct11r \ isits. 

----- --------

:1. Subst,mce .\hu:->e 
( r1t1n-residenti'll & 
rcsiclcrni:li) 

I 

!Ju!u ( 'ol!ectio11 

• 15.2 ° 1i ,1fju\ cnilcs referred to Ju\ cnilc 
Pr,1b,1ti1m I kpclrlrncnt \\ere t~x dru.':'- reillled 
\ 1 ffe n s es in 21 l I ~<~I l 1 5 . 

• or the ju\ enilcs under supen isi11n during :::o 1-f
:::o 15 2-+. ,, testc,J 1•,1siti\ e f.:1r m'irijuana. 
1._·ucaine. mctlumphctamines. 1.ir synthetic 
ll1llrI.J U~lllll. 

--- -----------·- ---------------------- -· -·-----------

Durins 201-+ there \\as n,1 out-ixiticnt :;uh:;tcuict:s '1buse trt:atrncnt LI\ ailablc f,1r 
ju\cnilc:; in the C\1mmunity. Funding \\c1S 1n~1clc a1aiL1blc l\) the .lll\cnilc Pr(lb~11i,111 

lkp,1rtment in fonu~iry 2015 fur uut-patient :;ubst,rncc abuse indi\ iducil and grnup 
cuun:;eling. The Ju\ cnilc Pr1.1batil1n Department p,1rlt1L'I\:d \\ ith the .\!coho! Drug, 
_\bu:;c C11uncil 1.-\D.\C) to c1!ler the Cm1uhi-; Youth Tre,llrncnt (CYTJ Prngrcll1l. 
lu:1ding t'11r CYT L1Sted umil .\Lgust ~I. 21ll~ .. \D\C h'IS rc-cci\ed lLIIlllin:; 1,1 
1__·,•1Hinue the progr~1m. l.c1,:~i! re-;,_,UI\.:es m~ht l•e :;~_q•1•\1rtcd hy nnking rcfcrrJ\:; :i\l 

sen i1.:e Cclll be e\:pllnded t,1 ~1ddr--'-;-; :--ub:0Lrn1..·-.' ~ih:.h.: i:;-;u-.'s \\ ith jm '-·nilcs. 

t' \ , ."•.I··· 



Victim Issues (listed in order of priority, greatest need first) 

Identzjied Problem 

1. Support Service for 
adult and children 
\vho are \·ictims of 
abuse. 

Service which include: 

Dara Collection 

• 10-J.9 misdemeanor and 766 felom· cases \\'ere • 
filed \\ith the Polk Countv District Attorneys' 
Office in 2013. 

• In 2013. 120 Protective Orders \\ere requested ! 

with 30 ex pane orders granted, 3-+ were denied : 
and 56 applications were never completed. 

• The Uniform Crime Report of 2013 shO\\. that 
Texas\ iolent crimes have decreased by 2%. 

• The Texas Council of Family Violence statistics 
for 2013 report 185,..J.53 family violence incidents 
with 119 \\'Omen being killed by their intimate 
partner. 

• 13 Final Orders \Vere granted in 2013. 
• Polk County District Attorney·s Office filed 1052 

misdemeanor and 900 felon;. cases in 20 I-+. 
• Polk County saw a husband kill his wife in the · 

nursing home and then turned the gun on himsdf : 
in 201-+ and the loss of an 18 year old male. in 
separate incident:>. which \\ere both domestic 
related. 

• In 201--L 1-+2 Protecti'.e Orders \\ere requested 
\\ith -+ 1 ex partc orders granted. -+3 \\ere denied 
and 58 applications\\ ere ne\ er completed. 

• 17 Final Orders \\ere granted \\hi le 3 \\'ere rolled · 
into dirnrce. 

• In 2015 the Polk County District Attorney· s • 
Office filed 1365 misdemeanor cases and 1-+0-+ 
felon\· cases. l\\O of the felony cases in 2015 
im oh ed domestic assault that resulted in deaths. 

• 16-+ Protective Orders \\ere requested. -+ 1 
Temporary Ex Parte Orders \\ere granted and 15 
Fin=:! Orders granted in 2015. -+8 requests ne\er 
returned to court. 

• Emergency Shelter Services for abused women and children. 

• Current facility does not adequately serve males and females in the same 

facility. 

• Counseling with a License Professional Counselor. 

• Legcil Assistance for victims that inclL;cles court accompaniment and education 



of the cri min a I ju st'1ce p raced u res associated vvith the victim's case. 

• Case managers to monitor that all needs of the clients are met. 

• Victim education needed to inform victims of their legal rights. 

• Job training programs to assist victims in becoming self-sufficient. 

• Providing more resources for child victims. 

• Providing more resources for victims of rape and sexual assault. 

• Victim Advocacy programs for victims of violent crimes. 

!d2ntifled Problem 

Specialized Ll\\ 
Enforcement Officer 
Dealing \\ith Special 
Victims 

Dma Co!! ecr ion 

• 

• 

Childrcnz Ha\ en conductccl 62 forensic : 
inkniews in 2013. resulting in 21 sexual assault· 
charges being filed as \\ell as 10 rhysical abuse' 
charges. 
11.5 forensic intenic\\S \1,cre cc,nclucted b\ 
Childrenz tl:l\ en in 201-L resulting in 30 se\:u:t! 
assault ch:irge-; and 8 physic:d abuse charges. 

• :\ccording l\) the Lnifurm Crime Report ( t"CRJ. 
in 2014 Pulk Count\ h~1d .5.57 incident:; of Ltmi]\ . . 
\·iolence and sexual assaults reporkd to Ll\\ 
en fore cm en t. 

This project will employ a TCOLE certified peace officer, specifically trained in the 

. investigation of crimes against worn en and children. Th at specia Ii zed investigator v;ill 

respond to all victim:; who report a crime of domestic and/or child violence within 24: 

hours. The investigator will be accompanied by a Victims Coordinator trained in victim . 

. rights. This team will ensure the safety of the v;oman and children, address their 

immediate needs for services. The investigator will speak to the victim in a professional, 

nonjudgmental fashion to secure the chance for a better prosecution. The investigator 

ma i a Is o take pi ct u res of the victim and the scene v1 hi ch v.; o u Id co r rob orate the 

victim's story. 



Law Enforcement Issues (listed in order of priority, greatest need first) 
Identified Problem 

1. The City of 
Li\·ingston has need 
for additional 
resources for Im\ 
enforcement. 

Data Collection 

• The City of Livingston is a major retail hub for 

Polk County and additionally serves surrounding 

counties such as San Jacinto and Tyler counties. 

• The City of Livingston's population due to retail, 

government and school district grows to 10,000 l 

plus during the day. 

• The City of Livingston has State Highway 59 (soon 

to be Interstate 69) US Highvvay 190 (to be : 

Interstate 14 in the future) and State Highway : 

146 running through it. These major traffic 

corridors increase the population and are many 
1 

times used by criminals in illegal drug trafficking 

and other acts of crime including murder, theft, 

robbery and aggravated robbery. 

• The City of Livingston Police Department 

responded to 12, 666 calls for service in 2015 

resulting in 2357 criminal investigation and 934 

arrests. This does not include traffic crashes and 

other duties assigned to officers. 

• The City of Livingston also has located in it CHI St. 

Lukes Hospital which is the only Hospital 

/Emergency Room in the county. The hospital 

receives patients from several counties and the 

Police Department is many times called for 

disturbances or mentally ill patients who have 

become violent. The Livingston Police 

Department is th en tasked with 1ivatching these · 

patients until they can be transferred which has · 

sometimes taken several days. 

• The City of Livingston has located in it the Burke · 

Center (Mental Health) v;hich also serves the 

surrounding counties. Office rs a re often cal led to 

the Burke Center to assist v;ith violent patients 

from other jurisdictions. 

I' L:'c I i 



j~Jeed~f~-r-~~~io~~ re~ou r-~~s~d~ntif;d~b;t-t~r~espo-~d- t; and~~ves~~gate c~~~es 
j within the city. 

I • Additional equipment for law enforcement - equipment and protective gear for i 

I 

::':' I 

officers, technology upgrades. 

• Better quality training for officers. 

• Additional Officers to better protect and serve the citizens and visitors of 
Livingston. 



!dentzfied Prob!e111 

I Polk CountY is need 
of a school resource 
officer to co\ er Big 
Sandy, Goodrich and 
Leggett ISDs. 

DC1ta Co!!ection 

The Polk County Sheriff's Office is the law enforcement 

agency charged with investigating crimes that occur at 

the Big Sandy, Goodrich and Leggett !SD campuses. 

The Polk County Sheriff's Office responded to 311 calls 

for service at the Big Sandy !SD ca mp us in 2015. 

The Polk County Sheriff's Office responded to 215 calls 

for service at the Goodrich !SD campus in 2015. 

The Polk County Sheriff's Office responded to 272 calls 

for service at the Leggett !SD campus in 2015. 

The calls for service include patrolling school zones, 

investigating criminal offenses, completing welfare 

checks, making traffic stops and completing building 

checks. 

Violence in schools is at a critical level in today's society. 

Children with mental illness, drug/alcohol dependency · 

and negative role models in their home environment are . 

less likely to act out in a violent manner \Nith the i 

presence of a school resource officer according to the • 

f\Jational Association of School Resource Officers. 

School resource officers \Nill not be tasked with 

investigating school rule violations unless the rule ' 

violation is also a criminal offense. It is important to 

note that the school resource officer is not a school 

d iscipli n aria n. 

School resource officers have three major roles: law . 

enforcement officer, law-related counselor and law

related educator. 

·Polk County is in need of a school resource officer to serve the following needs to the 

·Big Sandy, Goodrich and Leggett ISDs: 

• Assist school administrators in maintaining a safe and secure en 1;ironment. 

e ln;estigate crimes that occur on campus or follo,,;ing up 011 crime:; that occur off 

campus. 



--------- --------~~--- ----

• Assist with patrolling school zones. 

• Develop positive interaction 1Nith law enforcement and children/young adults. 

• Being an example of good moral character, upright conduct and use of sound 

judgement while being a positive role model. 

Mental Health Issues (listed in order of priority, greatest need first) 

!cle11tified Problem 

I. Polk Countv has a 
need of financial 
assistance in helping 
individual:-; \\ ith 
:vfental Health issues 
procure their 
medications. 

Dara Collection 

• Total number of Polk county residents with 

Mental Health issues served by Burke 2014-2015: 

1714 

• Served in Outpatient clinic: 930 

• Served in Crisis: 877 

• Served in Expansion program: 234 

Percentage of Burke population vvith Medicaid: ~42% 

---------------

In the past 4 years, Burke has expanded our services to residents of Polk county 

v;ith Mental Health issues beyond the traditional scope of Texas fvlHMR services. 

, From January 2014 through December 2015, Burke served 1714 unique Polk county 

' res id en ts in our outpatient clinic, eris is services, and expansion programs. Of those, 

234 individuals were in our expansion program. Through General Revenue funding. 

from the Department of State Health Services, Burke is able to provide medications 

to indigent ind iv id u a Is in our trad itiona I outpatient and eris is services. While Burke 

is able to provide prescriber, counseling, peer, and other services to individuals in 

the expansion program, Burke does not have the funding to provide medications to 

individuals without insurance. Financial Assistance in this area would allow Burke to. 

greatly improve the services offered to these residents of Polk County. 
-----------·------------------ ------------------------~---

t ~ I ' l I I 
f ~· - " ' -· 
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lclentified Prohlem 

1 Lack of Public 
'l'ransportation 

/Joru Collection 

• Total number of Polk count\ resicknts \\·ith 
i\!cntal Health issues sened by Burke :2014-
:2015: 171-+ 

• Sen·ecl in Outpatient clinic: 930 
• Scned in Crisis: 877 
• Serwd in 1'.xpcinsion program: 23-+ 

Percentcige of Burke population\\ ith \kc!icaid: ~-+:2% 

I i\Iany Burke clients report being unable to attend appointments due to a lack of 
: transportation. Clients \\·ith \ !cdicaic! can access i\ Iec!icaid Transportation, though 
this in itself can sometimes be a hardship due to the process by \\'hich appointments; 
must be set up in ach ance. The true diffirnlty lies in the fact that the majority of 
individuals thcit Burke ser\'es do not han? i\kdicaid or any type of hecilth insurance; 

: that prm ides a transportation benefit. Polk county residents \\ ould greatly benefit i 
1 

from some type of financial ~issistance for the county th~lt \\ ould aid residents 
! \\ ithout :\.kdicaid in attending medical anc! mental health appointments. · 

·-~------------

·~, : - .' l ~ 



Resources Available 

l1ll'll1\kd 11\_'I()\\ :trL· rcstlun.:cs idc11till\_·d h: tile l 1ulk Cou11ty ( '\l111111u11ity PL11111i11~ Tc:1111 that arc :1\:1ibhk tu pruvilk sen ices th:1t 

l·,111ld [l()ll'r1ti:illy l1L·lp i11 clo~;i11~ 1 cri111in:J! .iuslil'L' g:111s: 

Juvenile Justice: 

\''1111,· u/. 1,'.;,'11' T 

11,iJk ( ·,H1111: .111\L'Ilik Pr(\h:1ti\\11 !)cpl. 

\Jc-,1IHii ,\: 1)1·11!' ·\htlSL'('()tllh.:il 

( \I)_\ (. J 

\", 1111<' ( i/. l,!:t'//( '\' 

I\ llJI, L' 

I '"I I. ' <>11111" ' , •11111111111t 1 I' L111 

../."-'.<'/IC\' J\ / !, ' 

.l11VL'11ik Pruh;itiu11 

S11hst:111cL' .\hl!SL' 

. l,'.'.t'llLT J\;1,· 

\knul I k:dtll 

I )esc n/ Jf i1 JI/ 

Su pen ISL' juvc11ilL"; (I 0-1 S yc;w; old) 11'10 ;1rc ll'll'ITL'd !(11 

Dc·linq11L·11t Conduct ur Cl11ld in NcL·d lli' Su1K·rvisio11 (Cl"JS) 
uifL'lhL'S. Rckr juvc111lcs a11d Lu11ilics tll 1rnn-1·c,;idL·11ti;tl S: 
rcsidc11ti:li services to dL·crc:1sc the ju1·c11ik's likcliltoud tll 
vi,1l:1lL' rc-ortl:nd. 

:\I);\(_' conducts subst:IJlCL' :1busc :ISSl'SSlllL'llt tu /U\'L'iltlL'S 
l"L'iL'ITCd to till' l'olk ( '<lllllty Juvcnik· l'roh:1tillll. ;\!);\(. ll!fCJ"s 
011tpatiL·111 -;uhstancc c!:tssc.'> l\l juvcniks. WltL·11 11cl'lkd r\l)i\l' 
;1l.St1 ;1ssist 11 itil loc:1tin:-' 111p:1tic11t trcallllL'Jlt l(n ju1·L·11iks in 
need. 1\llnc1rc trcatnlL'lll is pl'llvidcd 11ilL'll tile juvcnik 
rcturns to tilc community li·nm inp:1ticnt trL'atrncnl. 

J)l'.\'t 'f'I°; J/ io11 

l'olk County .luvL·nilc l'rnb:1till11 ;111d ll\l\"kc p;1rt11cr l\lc'ctltn Ill 
,111\:r juvcnilcs undn supc1·visit111 tilc Tl 'l '( )( l~l I l'rn!,'r:1111 
Tilc TCCOOl'v1 I l'rugr:1111 scrvcs _ju VL'n i lcs \\ho Iuvc ;1 n1cnt:t! 
itL·;tltil diagnosis :111d ;1rL' 011 Slljll'l"\'ISl\lll ll'ith juvcnilc 
prnb:1t illn. Juvcn i lcs :111d their Lim i I ics 1·L'CL'il'L' 111cd ic1t io11 
111:111:1!.'c111cnt, skills dl'\ clt1pmc11t, L':tsc 111:111;1~'.L'lllc'Jlt ;md 
rckrr;1l.s to tl\ltsidc rcso\l\"cc.s. 

p;1.c'.C I (1 



Law Enforcement: 
i\'u111c' o/.·lgl'llC\ · 

Polk C 'ounty Sheri If I kpartrncnt 

I .i\ i11gsto11 PolicL' lkp:1rtlllc11t 

( 'mri~i;111 Pol icL· DL·p;1rtlllc11t 

( l11:1Lisk:1 Pu! icL' I kp:1rt1l1L'Ill 

!\Lih:11lla-( 'ousli:1tt:1 Tribe PolicL' 

I )L·1~:1rl111c11t. 

Victim Services: 
, \ti II I(' Ii/.·/ .~'.t '/It T 

( 'liildrL'Il/ I l:J\L'JJ 

l\llk ( ·lllllll\ I )islrict ,\tllirllL'\ ()nice 

I \>IL ( llt1111' l ,,111111t11til\ I 'L111 

,/gc11l:l' (l'fh' 

J ,;1w l'.nforcclllc11t 

I ,:1\v l ·:nrurcclllcnt 

. J.~t'l/C\' {\'flt' 

( '!iiJd 1\dVOL':ll'\ ( \·ntLT 

Victim Assist;111cc 

('( lllnl i 11;1tur 

/JescnjJ/ i< 111 

SL'rvc warrants, invcsligatl' alkgcd misdcrncanor and ll·lony 
ofknscs, make arrest, tr;111sport, court division and scrvl' civil 
papers. 

Scrvl' \\'arrants, invl'stig;1te alleged misdc111c;tnor and klony 
offenses, make ;1rrcst, and serve civil p<1pcrs. 

Des( ·nj Jf /(}} 1 

Children/ I lavc11 oiTLTS support to child victillls or SL'.\llal and 
physic;tl ;d1usl'. l 'hildrcn; I l;1Vl'11 provides ;1 child-J"rie11dl;. 
L'ltViro11111L·nt J(ir its child cliL'lll'i ;111d 11u1r-;1cnrsL·d l~1111ilv 

111c111hns. Children arc provided h1rcns1c Interview, and 
rckrrcd to ncccss;try social services. C'hildrL·n arc I"L'krred to 
Children; I l;1vrn by law cnJ'orccment urtici;ik Cl'S 
invcstig;1tors. ;ind medical proJ'cssio11;tls. 

Victims <tre crn:ouragcd to keep in cont;1ct ll'ith thL· C1·i111c 
Victim's Coordinator. The coonlinator pruvidc the victi111s 
with dod.ct dates, jail status, c1sc disposition, i11li1rmatio11 
;1houl ;1 v;1 i lah le social snv in:s and agenc ics, ;ind a.'-:s isL111Ce i 11 
crnnpkting the Crime Victim's CompL·nsatio11 ;1pplicati1in and 
the Victim Impact StalL'ment, and help tu undcrst;111d 
comtroom prncL·durL' and policies. The coordinatur ;tlso 
prnvidL' courtrnom accompaniment as needed during cuurt 
proceedings. Other ;1gc11cics, such as M;\J)J) (i\lothers 
i\gai11st Dru11k Driving), C ;\S;\ ;111d Si\i\IT I louse may 
provide court acco111pani111c11t as well. The Victim/Witness 
Assistance Division provitks ;1 comliirt;1hk waiting <ll'C<I. 
;l\\;1y from the courts and media, where victims and/or their 
li1111ilics can n·l;1\ ;ind kcl secure during trials. 

Jl:l~,L' 17 



SA\11· I lrn1~;l· 

Health I Medical I Substance Abuse: 
\',/11/t' u/.·/.'.~t'//( T 

i)urkL· 

. \ k ( ) I I\) I ; ll l d I ) rll C' . \ h ll ~; l' (' (\ l 11 l l' i I 
( \!)\(') 

i'<·lk '"'1111t\ \ "'1111111111it\ l'L111 

Sen ices l()r 'icti111s or 
d()Jlll'Slic :ttld Sl''\tt;d \ illklll'l' 

. ./.~('//(~\' J\;1,· 

l\lc11t:il I k:tltli. L:1rly 
('Jiildliood l11lLT\l'I1lirn1. :md 
l11telkctu:il & ])c\clop111c11t:tl 
])is:1hi I it\' Sl·n ices 

Suhst:111c\..· :\ht1sc 

SA1\FI. I luusc ltclps victi111s or Lt111ily viuk11cc dllll SC.\.lldl 
:1ss:1t1lts oht:1i11 till' lll'Cl'ssarv skills to live :1huse ti·l'l'. S/\i\I· F 
I !1111sL· ,iJfers :1 s:tk, s11ppmtivl' e11virn11111l'11t to\ icti111s :t11d 
11t,·i1· cltildrcn. providl's support snviccs Ill tilt· :1husivc Ltt11ih 
JllL'IJliiL·t, :111d liclps falllilics tl11d 11rn1-vi11k11t 11:iys ul'cllpi11c: 
II itlt Sll'e'SSL'S tlt<tt 111igltt k<td to <thttsc·. 

f),'scri1Jtim1 

ll111 kL· prnvidcs colllpktc 111c11t:tl lte:tlth snv !CL'S tll :idttlh :111d 
cltildrc11 in l'olk County. A 2·1 I lour Crisis l.i1tL', cou11seli11~ 

:111d tltn:1py :lrL· provided to :tdttlt :11lll childtL'll i11 neL·d. llmke 
lt:1s tltc L1cilities. rL·suurcL·s. :111d st:1tl tu help .111;, l':ist Tn:111 i11 
ilL'l'd. 

ll111·kl· prnvides :ICCCSS tll st1hst:111CL' :1bt1sc SLTVICCS tltrnuc:lt :1 
p:1rt11nsltip wit It tile ,\Jcolllll :111d Dntg /\httsL' ( ·ou11cil lli' llccp 
L<1st I L·x:1s (Al MC). 

ll11rke dnclup111e11t:tl dis:1hilitics snviccs :ire t:1illlrcd !\1r l':tclt 
clil'11t's pcrsun:tl and unique llL'l'lls. Burke· 1101·ks \\itlt L':tclt 
clie·11t :1ml fa111ily 111c111hn tu develop lite 11\llst :q1prop1i:itc 
L'lllll'•l' ll!'C:llL' tlt:1t 11ill ltL·lp :1cltinL' i11di1·idtt:tl c:11;1k 

l·:1rly l'ltildltood l11lLT\'Clltiu11 SLT\'ICCS :Ire· :1v:1il:1hk !'111 
cltildrc11 up Ill three (:1) ye:u·s ur :1.C'.e tlt:1t lt:IVL' develup111e11t:tl 
del:t\ llr :t dis:1hilit1. . . 

1\I ),\( · cu11d11cts s11hst:111cc :tl1use· :1.sscss111c·11t 1;1r L·lie·nh 
1·e·krrnl tu tltL·ir :t~L·ncy. ;\!),\( · offers 011tp:1lll'lll suhst:111CL' 
cl:1s.se.s t1J clients. WltL'll 11c·cdul /\!);\( · :tl.SlJ :1.ssist \\ itlt 
loc:1ti11~· i11p:ttic11t trc':tllllL'lll ror clients. A tkrc:1rc· trL·:1t111c'lll is 
:11-:1iJ:1hk \lltCll lite' cliL'lll IL'lll\'llS Ill lite· l'llllllllllllil\ f'rtllll 
i11p:itie1ll trc'<tllllL'lll. 

p:1c:c IS 
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lnteragency Cooperation 

In the space bclc)\\ \\Tite a description of hem the \ anous resources listed in the pre\ iou;; 

pages could cooperati\cly \\Ork tugcthcr to accomplish the goal of closing identified gaps in 

scrnces: 

The Polk County Community Planning Team is a community collaboration that ''as 

developed to meet the unique needs of our communities. We are committed to imprO\ ing the · 

quality of life for our youth. families and impro\·ing the quality of the sen ices prmided to• 

our communities bv the different service agencies. \\'e realize the needs of our communit' : 
.. '-- ... i 

me better met ''hen \\ e '" ork as a team: thus placing our specific agencies neecls as ' 

secondary to the owrall needs of our community. Although all the agencies imolwd in the 

collaboration h~n·e not been mentioned by name. core representatives arc identified by name. 

Our community partnership ackm)\\'ledgcs that many of the sen ices being provided to 

families and our communities at large often O\ erlap and are duplicated by \·arious agencies: 

thus resulting in many of the same families recei\ing duplicate sen ices. ,·\s rdlccted in the 

numerous sen ices that '' c pre\ iously identified. '' c h~n e not prescribed to any particular ' 

model fr•r ctcldressing these ncecb. hut h~l\ e used a hcmds un appruach bclSecl on situation~1l 

needs of our cummunity .. ·\s a cullalwr,tti\·e te,rn1 \\e \\ill seek to close identitied gaps in the 

sen ices imn ided by our many sen ice agencies. 

It is the intent or the f\)lk County Cumrnunity PLmning (]rnup w Cc)ntinue to imprc)\e 

sen ices ,rnd outcomes t\.'1r ~ill ot' \)Ur families ~md c()nrnnmities. UTons \\ill continue t\) be 

made hy the Polk County Planning Te~trn in colbhoratic·111 \\ ith the curnmunity at large crnd 

other Polk County agencies ~rnd organi1ations to systematically and economically address the 

iclentitJed rm.)blcms and needs ~lS pre\ i\)Usly discussed in this plan. 

r . , , . 



Long-Range Plan Development, Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Polk County Community Pbnning Team works in conjunction \Yi th other planning 

groups in the county to ensure a regular exchange of ideas. Individuals actiw in the planning 

process generally sen-eon many of these committees ~md share mutual concerns. 

The Polk County Community Planning Team stri\ es to meet periodically to re\·iew the plan 

and make necessary additions and deletions. :\t least one formal meeting of the entire group 

is held each fall, but agency and community representatives typically submit suggestions and 

changes via telephone and e-mail throughout the ,·ear to the Community Planning 
Coordinator. 

Drafts and annual updates of the Community Plan arc circulated by e-mail with requests for 

comments. changes. etc. \\'hene,·er possible e-mail is used to reduce the need for meetings, 

printing. postage. etc. 

It is the intent of the Community Planning Group to imprcl\ e outcomes for Polk County 

families struggling \\ ith problems described in the plan· s focus areas. [ fforts are being made 

by many Polk County agencies and organizations to address problems \\·ith local funds as 

\\ell cis grant funds from multiple state and federal sources. To the extent thcit these funds arc 

~n ailable. the Community Planning Team \\ill cuntinue tu urge agencies to pr1..)\ ide 

progrcimming th~lt addrC5SCS the UUtlinecl f1..)CUS ~lrC~b. 

Contact Information 

Polk County Community Planning Coordinator 
Earnest Jackson. Director- Polk Cuunty Ju\cnik Probation Department 
936-327-6850 

Polk County Community Planning Liaison from Deep East Texas 
Council of Governments 

Dcinielk Sci ls. Crirnin~1l Justice Dircct\)r fr1..1m Deep F~~:;t T ex~is Council ()r 

Go\ crnmc1~ts 
-J.()l)-38-J.-57UJ e\t. 5255 

!his PLm is a\ ~1i\Jbk \rn-line ~11 d.:;;t::og erg 

!)l)!:,,. Cli 1 !r1r:\ c·t1it1111:111it:. l)l.tn 



Polk County Community Plan is accepted and adopted on this ___ 2_3_r_d __ day of 

___ F~e~b~ru~a~r_,__v __ ~· 2016 in a regular meeting of the Polk County Commissioners Court. 

Sydney Murphy, Polk County Judge 

l ) ' \ 1
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